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5. Project goals

To establish, through a comparative analysis in ethnically mixed areas of Slovenia:

a) the levels of knowledge of Slovene language (as L1 and L2), Hungarian and Italian languages (as L1 and L2) and foreign language on a sample of students of the eighth grades of primary school,

b) the efficiency of bilingual school education in achieving the socialization of students in  the linguistically and ethnically mixed environment,

c) to compare the data of the research of the linguistically (ethnically) mixed environments in the Slovene Istria and Prekmurje with the data provided by the control group (Postojna and Žalec) and the transborder’s group (region of Trieste and Gorizia).

6. Methodology

A descriptive analysis of data, a comparative analysis on a sample (pattern), a guided group survey, quantitative and qualitative data processing and interpretation.

7. Results

The presentation of advantages and shortcomings in the organization/structure and implementation/contents of bilingual education in Slovenia: teaching and organization of mother tongues lessons are adequate; there is a deviation in second language instruction; English as a foreign language is important for pupils. The viewpoints of 572 pupils of the eighth grades of primary school show that there is no close connection between the viewpoints connected with language awareness and communicative and linguistic competence; that success in written expression is not proportional to the linguistic competence; that the colloquial language spoken at home affects the pupils' attitude  towards the minority and majority languages; that pupils on ethnically mixed areas fail to attain the level of knowledge related to the awareness of the characteristics of the region they live in. 

Suggestions regarding the extent of the necessity to upgrade bilingual models in accordance with the goals of preservation, protection and development of minorities as an added value of bilingual environments: a suitable undergraduate teacher training, new didactics, a harmonization of syllabuses and textbooks with the school’s mission, consolidation of incentives from the immediate and, above all, wider European area.

8. Project related publications

The results will be published 

a) in form of scientific articles in the journal ANNALES – Series historia et sociologia. Framework: Multilinguism and cultural diversity – European heritage and future;

b) in form of a monograph within Acta Histriae, entitled »Izobraževanje v kontekstu evropskih integracijskih procesov. Primerjalna analiza učinkovitosti dvojezičnega izobraževanja v Sloveniji« [Education in the context of European integration processes. A comparative analysis of the efficiency of bilingual education in Slovenia].

