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FULL NAME MAJA MUHIĆ FIELDS OF INTEREST, RESEARCH AREAS, FIELDWORK 

YEAR OF BIRTH 1975 Philosophy - Berkeley’s Theory of Knowledge, Hume’s causality 
substance 

POSITION, TITLE M.A., Senior Assistant 
Lecturer  

Social Anthropology with emphasis on ethnicity, ethic and religious 
identity, stereotype formation, gender.  

DISCIPLINE Teacher’s Training Philosophical perspectives on gender, especially essentialism and 
the concept of “Woman” 
Multiculturalism, diversity, and gender. I am interested in the 
complex intertwining and collision of multiculturalism which 
promotes group rights versus individual rights. Religious pluralism 
& public presence of religion. 
Orientalism (E. Said), the formation of the concept of “Other”  
Special interest in the Balkans and its cultural diversity. I have 
carried out a fieldwork among the Turkish community in 
Macedonia, analysing the creation of national identity through 
memory and space (Turkish monuments, architecture, etc.) 

INSTITUTION OF 
EMPLOYMENT 

 
SEE University, 
Tetovo, Macedonia 

Stereotyping the Balkans, creating the image of the Other 
(Todorova, Kaplan, Goldsworthy, Norris, Wolf) and stigmatising the 
Muslim community  

 

 
RECENT RESEARCH INTERESTS 

• Socio-anthropological research of the differences regarding gender relations and behaviour within the ethnic communities of the Balkan 
region. The bulk of my recent research interest is primarily focused on the construction of images, stereotypes, and the “virtualisation” of 
different regions, particularly the Balkans. To this end, I must add my strong interest in the description of the region by travellers (both men 
and women British travellers of the Romantic period and female anthropologist-travellers of the first decade of the 20th century). In my 
recent MA thesis in Gender and Culture, I have conveyed a research on women’s travelogues about the Balkans (particularly Edith 
Durham, Rebecca West).  

• The central aim of my thesis and recent interests was to look at the processes of image construction of the Balkans, and the role that 
women travellers, particularly Rebecca West who travelled through Yugoslavia in 1938, had in the description and representation of the 
region. I aimed at questioning the concept of ‘women traveller’s writing’ as unbiased and free from political burden, and argued that both 
men and women travelogues can convey strong political agendas or be instrumentalised. Also, by analysing the strong impact of West’s 
work even in the contemporary context of the 1990s (she was used by the U.S. Army for instance, as a basic introductory reading for their 
mission in the Balkans), I aimed at demonstrating how her book perpetuates and popularises certain stereotypes about the Balkans. 
Finally, I brought to the fore the issue of perpetuation of Anglo-American geopolitical discourse in understanding the Balkans at the price 
of often neglecting numerous valuable local sources.  

• Colonialism and Orientalism (Said) with nuances of gender and feminist thought which criticised Said for his representation of the colonial 
power as a monolithic force and for being gender-blind (Melman, Lewis, Burton, Leila Ahmed, etc.). In this sense, I am also interested in 
women’s participation in the construction of Orientalism. Orientalism has also been part of the inspiration behind new scholarship about 
women and gender in the Middle East and in Islam, work that is sensitive to women’s experiences. 

• Philosophical perspectives on gender and feminist thought with focus on the debate for or against essentialism and/or relativism (Fuss, 
Witting, Buttler)  

• Multiculturalism, diversity, gender (Okin, Homi Babha, Kymlicka, Taylor). I am interested in studying whether theories of multiculturalism 
and cultural relativism can cater for individual rights or can be detrimental to the individual (as Okin would argue, there cannot be any 
cultural relativism; and if a certain practice harms an individual but is nevertheless carried out to emphasise the identity of the group, such 
a practice cannot be approved of). 

Research projects: 

• 2000 – fieldwork among the Turkish community in Macedonia as part of my thesis writing process on memory, space, and representations 
of the Turks in Macedonia 

• 2002 – research into the literature used as a guide to the Balkans, where I have contacted US Army officials and was informed that the 
bulk of literature used in their mission to the Balkans were works of Rebecca West or Robert Kaplan, which I hold to perpetuate Anglo-
American view of the region. 

 
COURSES TAUGHT RECENT TEACHING EXPERIENCE, PRACTICE, METHODS 

1. 
Communication Technologies: Impact on schools 
and society – SEE University, Tetovo 

2. 
Multicultural issues in education and cross-
cultural education – SEE University, Tetovo 

3. 
Approaches and Methods: Techniques of 
analysis, critique presentation – SEE University, 
Tetovo 

4. 
Applied Ethics – American High School NOVA, 
Skopje 

5. 
World Cultures - American High School NOVA, 
Skopje 

6. 
Public Speaking - American High School NOVA, 
Skopje 

7.  
Philosophical Perspectives in Gender – 
Eurobalkan. School of Gender and Politics 

In most of my courses I begin with mapping out certain terms, and giving a 
theoretical background to the students which can later on be applied, that is, 
placed into contexts. In my ethics course for instance, I have been giving an 
overview of ethical theories of a given philosopher which have then been debated 
and discussed as well as argued against. The next step was to apply these 
theories on various contexts, and then judge an action as right or wrong, that is, 
ethical or unethical).  
I do maintain that lecturing is a very important part of teaching and must not be 
neglected, but I also highly emphasise interactive methods in class where 
students engage in a debate or perform exercises such as observing, the analysis 
of texts, presentations or texts, debates and so forth. I also maintain that the use 
of audio-visual materials, computers and multimedia techniques enhances the 
process of learning but must not be overemphasised so as not to cause 
oversimplification of the learning process.  
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8. 
Multicultural Action Research Seminar– SEE 
University, Tetovo 

9. 
British Civilization – SEE University, Tetovo 

10. 
Women, Culture, Society – SEE University, 
Tetovo 

11.  
Planning to propose and elective course on 
Religious Pluralism in America – SEE University, 
Tetovo 

 

 
 

MAJOR PUBLICATIONS IN LAST FIVE YEARS 
1. Does the State Exist or is it a Construct of Social Sciences? (forthcoming in the new issue of the Macedonian “Lettre 

International”). 
2. “The Philosophy of Essentialism and the Concept of Woman.” Philosophy June 2002, 1: 93-104.  
3. I have translated from English into Macedonian the following works:  

• Diversity Report, a free copy published in 2000 by the Centre for Multicultural Understanding and Cooperation in collaboration 
with European Centre for War, Peace, and the News Media, and The Freedom Forum. 

• Multicultural Informing, free copy published in 2000 by the Centre for Multicultural Understanding and Cooperation as part of 
the project Training for Young Journalists financed by PRESS-NOW, Netherlands. 

4. “Feminist Epistemologies: The Problem of Objectivity”, Philosophy, March 2004. 
 

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS, FORUMS ETC. 
1. Member of the Editorial Board of the monthly magazine Filozofija (Philosophy) 
2. Project manager assistant in the NGO Centre for Multicultural Understanding and Cooperation, Skopje actively helping in the 

organisation of projects and workshops related to the issues of multiethnic understanding, conflict resolution, women status in 
rural societies, and so forth.  

3. Member of CIVIL, NGO for human rights and development of civil society, voluntarily helping the realisation of projects regarding 
ethnic reconciliation in Macedonia, peace festivals, disarmament campaigns.  

 


