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AREAS, FIELDWORK 

YEAR OF BIRTH 1978 Women and feminism in post-communist 
Romania  

POSITION, TITLE Teaching Assistant, MA Women’s lives and experiences in Romanian 
communist political prisons 

DISCIPLINE Communication Studies, Gender Studies Women in Romanian Sociology in the ‘20s and 
‘30s 
Feminist Media Studies  
Queer Theory INSTITUTION OF 

EMPLOYMENT 

University of Bucharest, Faculty of 
Journalism and Mass Communication 
Studies, Romania Cyberfeminism  

 

 
RECENT RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Women and feminism in post-communist Romania. This is part of a broader research undertaken for my M.A. thesis. I tried to see what the 
locus of Romanian feminism was and what the situation and the status of women in Romania were after twelve years since the fall of 
communism, at the beginning of the 21st Century. I also tried to obtain the perspective of the women involved in and dealing with gender issues 
and thus to understand why feminism in Romania is virtually invisible. 
Women’s lives and experiences in Romanian communist political prisons. This is a research topic that I got interested in during a course I 
took at the Department of Gender Studies at the Central European University. The course was taught by Prof. Gisela Bock and dealt with 
women in the Holocaust. The Holocaust Studies have, for a long time, been “gender blind” and the approach to women’s experiences during 
World War II was a fiercely debated issue, sometimes rejected even by women survivors. However, this approach is now established and 
books and courses have been devoted to this area of research. The communist regime in Romania (and elsewhere in the world) relied heavily, 
in its imposition, on the silencing of people by sending them to prisons and concentration and labour camps. So far, virtually all research and 
studies on the Romanian political prisons dealt with men’s stories and memory. My research is centred upon women’s memory of these terrible 
experiences, and the memory of the women whose fathers, husbands, brothers and sons were political prisoners. My hope is to undertake my 
Ph.D. on this topic and to be able to do interviews with the women survivors and not to rely only on the few written memoirs of these women. 
The first “product” of this research is the publication of the article “Women and/in the Communist Political Prisons. The First and the Second 
Circle of Suffering: Romania 1947-1965” in The Romanian Journal of Society and Politics, vol 3, nr. 1/2003. 
Women in the history of Romanian Sociology. Together with Prof. Zoltán Rostás, I am working on a research on the involvement of women 
in Prof. Dimitrie Gusti’s “monographic campaigns”. These were undertaken in the ‘20s and ‘30s in Romania; women’s participation in them was 
astonishingly extensive. Although the Sociological School of Bucharest led by Prof. Dimitrie Gusti was heavily researched, this aspect has 
never been taken into consideration and in our opinion is extremely important and revealing for both the history of Romanian sociology in 
general and for the history of the Sociological School in particular, but also for the understanding of women’s situation and emancipation during 
the period of the inter-war Romania. We presented a paper on this issues at a conference in Cluj, Romania, “Renegotiating Socio-cultural 
Identities in Post-socialist Central and Eastern Europe”; an article entitled “Women’s Participation in Professor Gusti’s Monographic 
Campaigns. A Working Hypothesis” is forthcoming. 
Feminist Media Studies / Queer Theory. I am interested to study the women (especially those that are labelled “feminists”), and also, how the 
Romanian media construct a biased image of the sexual minorities (gay, lesbians, bisexuals) through stereotypes and prejudices. I have 
analysed the print media in Romania and I am currently working on an article on this topic to be presented at a conference on the media in 
Cluj, Romania. 
 

COURSES TAUGHT RECENT TEACHING EXPERIENCE, PRACTICE, METHODS 

1. Gender and Communication (course) 

2. Introduction to Interpersonal Communication (course 
and seminar) 

3. Introduction to Semiotics (seminar) 

4.  Interpersonal Communication 

  

  

I started teaching in October 2002. My main interest regarding the teaching 
methods is in changing them in the Romanian higher education in general, and 
particularly at the school where I teach. As with several other Central, Eastern 
and Southern European countries, higher education in Romania is mostly based 
on lectures given by professors where the students need only memorize what 
they have been given as course material. Having said that, I am aware that this 
may be a generalisation neglecting those instructors whose courses are different, 
more interactive, and employing more stimulating methods. After having 
graduated from a Western-type university (Central European University) and 
having been part of the Civic Education Project for one year, I realized that, in 
order to help form a successful and productive generation of professionals and 
scholars, one needs to readjust the teaching methods so that the students are 
given the opportunity to interact and develop creative critical thinking.  
In the courses and seminars I taught this year, I tried to introduce as much 
interactivity and stimulation as I could, encouraging students to think 
independently and to use all their knowledge when dealing with courses that, at 
the first glance, seem rather theoretical (which is the case with Semiotics, one of 
the seminars I teach). I choose bibliographic material that I consider relevant and 
useful for the topic and I encourage students to discuss it and critique it. I try to 
gather relevant teaching materials in Romanian; where these do not exist, I 
translate and adapt English and French materials for the students to use in their 
seminar activities. In my “Argumentation Techniques” seminar I organized several 
debates with the students, on topics chosen by themselves, such as: ethnic 
stereotypes, abortion, paid higher education, the Pruteanu bill (a bill initiated by 
the Romanian senator Pruteanu that would render illegal any use of foreign 
language terms in public) etc. I also organized TV show simulations and 
brainstorming on diverse topics. I dedicated several of my seminars to academic 
writing, internet based research and designing presentation material.  
Although the results reflected in my students term-papers and seminar 
presentations was below my expectations, I am determined to continue this kind 
of activities. 

 
 

MAJOR PUBLICATIONS IN LAST FIVE YEARS 
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1. "A(nother) Cyborg Manifesto". In: wo/mandatory_papers@nador11.gens. Website of the Department of Gender Studies, Central 
European University, Budapest. 

2. "FirstDays of Writing or The Haunting I of the Other". In: wo/mandatory_papers@nador11.gens, Department of Gender Studies, 
Central European University, Budapest ( http://www.ceu.hu/gend/gendir.html); 

3. “Spectacularizarea dorintei lesbiene in mass-media sau nivelul homofobiei in Romania” (The Spectacularization of Lesbian Desire 
in the Media or The Level of Homophobia in Romania. In: Jurnalism şi Comunicare, 2/2003. 

4. “Women and/in the Communist Political Prisons. The First and the Second Circle of Suffering: Romania 1947-1965”. In: 
Romanian Journal of Society and Politics, vol 3, nr. 1/2003.  

5. “Language, Meaning and Gender. A Semiotic Attempt to Show How Language (Mis)Constructs Reality“. In: The Global Network / 
Le Reseau Global, 18 (forthcoming). 

6. “Continuity and Change in the Romanian Cultural Press” (in collaboration with Prof. Daniela Roventa-Frumusani) (forthcoming). 
7. “Women’s Participation in Professor Gusti’s Monographic Campaigns. A Working Hypothesis” (with Prof. Zoltán Rostás) 

(forthcoming). 
 

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANISATIONS, FORUMS ETC. 
1. Civic Education Project, Local Faculty Fellowship 
2. The Centre for gender Research “Filia” (member) 
 


